
Plate Weaving 

To begin, each student was given a paper plate on which I had them 
immediately write their name on the "front" of (the part you would eat off 
of), because this actually becomes the back of the artwork. Then I passed 
out my "cheater-plates" to each table and had students take turns tracing 
the odd numbered and evenly spaced triangular cuts around the plate onto 
their own (this saved an incredible amount of time and frustration). Once 
students had traced the triangular cuts from my cheater-plate onto their 
own, they cut them out. As they were working on that I walked around the 
classroom and poked a hole with a needle tool into the middle of each 
student's plate. Once they were finished cutting out their triangular cuts, I 
had them stick a pencil into the needle hole to make it wider. 

 
The next step was to take a ruler and create a straight lines from the apex of the 
triangular cuts to the center of the plate (essentially dividing up the plate into even 
"slices"). Once they were done with their lines, students got to color in their slices with 
crayons. I suggested sticking to a color scheme so it wasn't super random - after-all the 
Navajo strove for balance and harmony! 
Once the decoration of the loom (paper plate) was completed, it was time to add the 
warp strings! 



 

Once the warp strings were added, students chose a color to use for their first weft string 
and using a plastic yarn needle, strung it through the center hole (tying the end of the 
yarn onto a warp string on the back of their plate). Then it was just a matter of weaving 
over and under and over and under and over and under . 

Once students ran out of their weft yarn, I had them choose another color of yarn and 
overhand-knot (like the kind of knot you use to tie a balloon or start a friendship 
bracelet) it onto the end of their first string and continue on.  

� 




!  

!  

!


