
Dear World Class Families, 

Thank you for your patience as we determine the best process to move forward with 
Black Belt testing. We continue to strive for a solution that will make the experience 
memorable for the candidates while, at the same time, ensuring the safety for everyone 
involved. 

Based on the phases of reopening proposed by New York State, we are optimistic that 
we will be able to resume a level of “in person” training by late June to early July. It is 
our intention to host multiple Black Belt testing sessions approximately four weeks 
after we resume in person classes. This will allow additional time for candidates to 
receive more in depth training from their masters and instructors. 

We will continue to provide online training, even when we reopen, and candidates will 
be encouraged to utilize it as often as possible as well. 

For the safety of all involved, the following modifications will be in place when 
Black Belt testing occurs: 

1. Candidates will test at their own dojang. Testing will be in small groups 
observing social distancing or possibly even individually. 


2. We will ask that all candidates limit their guests to immediate family members 
(we will live stream the testing process so that additional family members may 
watch it online). 


3. Candidates will be asked to wear masks, and all instructors conducting or 
assisting the test will wear masks as well. 


4. Adjustments to the testing requirements will be subject to the government 
issued health and safety recommendations that are in place at the time of 
testing. We ask for your understanding and we will announce those adjustments 
once we confirm specific testing dates.


This unprecedented situation has led to sweeping changes in all aspects of society. 
This Black Bet testing ceremony will be unlike any we have ever held before. However, 
you can take pride in knowing that your Black Belt has been earned in the same 
manner as all of the World Class Black Belts that came before you. Your knowledge, 
skills, and character have been developed from years of commitment and 
perseverance. We look forward to seeing you perform and to recognizing and 
celebrating your accomplishment.


