
Dear Black Belt and Advanced Dan Candidates, 


We hope that this email finds you staying healthy and active. We know that you have 
been diligently training and preparing for your upcoming test. Earning this opportunity 
is the result of your years of dedication, effort, and study. Our masters and instructors 
are very proud to have shared this journey with you. 


Regrettably, we need to inform you that with the current COVID-19 restrictions in place, 
our May 2nd Black Belt test will need to be postponed. We know that you will be 
disappointed, and all of your instructors share your frustration at this unexpected delay. 
However, we know that this decision is in the best interest of the health of all of our 
candidates and our community. 


While we have recently successfully conducted a color belt test online, it is not, at this 
point, our plan to conduct Black Belt testing online. It is our feeling that a live, in 
person, Black Belt test would be a more meaningful and memorable way for you to 
achieve this milestone in your Taekwondo career. 


Therefore, we will continue to monitor and respond to the information provided to us by 
government agencies, and adjust accordingly. Our desired goal is to provide all 
candidates with a modified, in person test, at some point in the near future. However, 
we have no control over the terms or the timeframe. As a result, we will ask for your 
patience, and we will plan to communicate with you again by the middle of May to 
determine our next steps. 


At this point we encourage you to continue to take advantage of our online training in 
order to maintain your skills and your motivation. Please attend our live Zoom classes, 
utilize the replays and recordings and, of course, schedule private lessons with your 
instructors. Together, we will do everything that we can to maintain your abilities at their 
highest levels. 


This scenario is one of many obstacles that you encountered on your path to Black 
Belt. You have demonstrated again and again, that you are willing to persevere when 
faced with adversity. We are confident that you will outlast and overcome this challenge 
as well. 


Stay focused and stay committed. Your Black Belt is within reach! 


Respectfully,


Grandmaster Sun Chong 

Master Michael Mertens 



